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With the deepest emotion and fullest comprebension of the
transecendental importance of this Ceremony, I feel myself hononred
as L deliver into the hands of His Bxcellency the President of the
Argentine People, the ten point Statute which proclaims the T
of the Aged. Because I am Argentine and as a woman who
life with a heartfelt appreciation of our national and social awa z,
I know that I could not leave it in better hands nor have found a

more auspicious setting for my utterances. In this building Your
Excellency, inspiring our actions and guiding us in the fulfilment
ionately

of our dreams, there dwells the congtructive, fraternal and pass
Argentine spirit of that Colonel Pevdn who raised the standard of
the oppressed, setting it aloft to wave alongside of those of the highest
ideals of our Country and of all humanity. The generous impuls
of those who seek the welfare of the community and the efforts of
those upon whom have fallen the high honour and enormous respon-
sibility of carrying on his work, are heve encouraged by the vigorous
personality of the man who was the first Seeretary of Labour and
Welfare and the first Argentine of high political investiture to
proclaim the imperative right of the workers to enjoy a beiter
standard of livinp, which was due to them as worthy men and the
ereators of our wealth., Finally, it was here within these very walls,.
that the birth was witnessed of our soclal justice, and wherve the firs}
hopeful steps were taken towards total restoration, and where it
has been verified how the confidence of the Argentines in themselves
and in the destinies of their Country has taken shape, together with
the wery spirit of this New Argentina for all, of which Colonel
Perén dreamed and over which, by the will of the peuple, {eneral

Perén now rules.

I think, Your Hxeellency, that it would have been impossible to
find more suitable surroundings for the act of placing in those hands
of yours whieh have accomplished so mueh, the vights of those who
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working populace, the vanguard which has built
il sightful claims of our nationality.

« Furthermore, it is here that a start will be made on what the
Social Aid Fund, over which I have the honour and duty to preside,
has desived to undertake in crder to make amends for an injustice and
inclade among its labours of mercy 21l those members of our society
who have veached the period of éecﬁimiﬁg years with no one to cave
f or them a:}d bereft of means for the supply of their bare necessities,

1 $irmly belleve that just iike the whole working populace which from
these premises won ifs {riumph, the aged folk also, who can no longer

R
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perform any produstive work because they have expended ail their

productive efforts for the benefit of others when there were no laws
to proteet Eabm‘iz; will likewise trinmph af last, The guaraniee of this
; assionately Argentine spirit of the then Colonel Perén who
or the redemption of the outeasts and whose worthy successor
ral Perén, President of the Argentine people and the man of
f&mame and of all humanity. :

In the picture of our social conditions at the presem; day, wnmh
we can exhibit as an example to the world it must be confessed to
our shame, Your Bxeellency, that our infirm aged folks appear ss
a suffering replica of what the majority of our Aggemine workers

wers until the day om which, from your lips, the Nation heard t}ie~;
declaration that either justice was social and the hypoeritical veil of

privileges which blinded its eyes must be torn away, or élse it was
not justice and in faect was nothing at oll. Today they ave like the

great majority of the labourers in the past who in spite of the produetive’

value of their work could never do more than taste the criimbs that

foll from the table at the endless banguel enjoyed by those in power
who were puffed up in their pride and forgetfulness both of God
and of their brethren through whose work they were enrviched. In

order to liberate the workers from the bonds of an unjust snd
cruel society, which through its judges\and intermediaries syste-
matie
ment, or any right for the majority to participate in any measure

in the wealth whieh they were producing for those of the minority, .

asnd which wealth they could never see converted into bread for
their children and prosperity for their homes, a Revolution was
reeessary. It had to be a Revolution with a capital R, whieh

inspired by the dynamic personality and historic vision of Colonel .
Perdn, should proclaim to the four points of the compassy its parpose

ally rejected any form of evolution, any collective improve-
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That Revolution, Your Exeellency, which discovered in Colopel
Perdn its Leader and Guide, and @hmh possesses in General Perdn
the man who has carried out ifs programmes, has already effected
the physical and spiritual fransformation of the Country. That
opportune gnd re-echoing dictum “‘Deeds are better than wor
fulfilment is betfer than promises’ has cessed io be a construetive
glogan to be transformed into 2 palpable snd tangible reality vevealed
before the eyes and consciousness of the nation through the work of
its President. ““Deeds ave better than words’” is being proclaimed by
the situation of our workers in the piclure of our socisl conditions
at the present day, those same workers who were found by the
Revolution which yotr inspired, in receipt of starvation wages, depri
of the right of crganization and lacking everything
worth living, and who now display to the whole world a st
Hiving and a percentage of participation in the affairs of govern
anch as they never even dreamed of in the past which is something of
hardly a few days ago. ‘“Fulfilment is better than promisss’’ ig being
proclaimed to the four winds by the sclid stonework of the dams
which are reclaiming land for fruitful cultivation, by the Argentine
vessels which arve carrying our produets o all the ports of the world
and by the pipelines which are conveying the breath of onr mother

_earth from far distant regioms to light the fires of our hearihs,

“‘Tulfilment is better than promises”™ iz vepeated by the women of
the Counfry whose eivie rights were recognized to them by the
Revolution and whose social and patriotic enthusissm has been
fanned fo flame through the work of the Government,

That transformation, Your Hxcelleney, as I have alrsady said,
is not confined fo the hard facts of material things. It reaches oul
beyond them and overflows into the mystic provinee of the national
gpirit itself, Your material labours, with all thelr grandeur, and
exemplifying as they do an effort which is without pam}iﬂi
throughout the whole countinent,” would appear to be Hable to




perish In the future if they could not rely for their support andi
wultipiieation, upon the new and gigantic encouragement of
national anity. : i '

I will be éven more explicit. I will state that the conguests.
of the workers, for example, depend less on their more adequate-
wages than on thelr status of men who feel their manhood. and
who for that v very reason ave rendered fit for the greatest under-

iaking and the highest ideals concordant with the human state.

And, Yem Excellency, this is because the Revolution which found :
its leader in Colonel Perén, had as its main objeet the libepation
of man from the egoism and other limitations of his own nature
and has been successful, opening up in our history a new era of
_ national fraternity for which we can find a parallel only in' the
common glory won by all who shared in the battles for our politieal
independence and in the exploits of San Martin when he won

freedem for our sister Nations,
Argentine mavhood, Your Exee}ieney, has been saved. By
valsing the status of the workers, and enforcing a humanitarian.
£ eapital, your Revolution has laid the foundation stone for-

a new communal and national spirit which dignpifies the life we

lead and which is conveying wus, not hurriedly ~perhaps, but.
inevitably, like the stars in their courses, towards the most absolute,.
perfect and indissoluble national ‘unity. We are going forward;.

as you yourself said on one oceasion, in the realization of the ideal.

of establishing a country in which the rieh will not be so rich, .
and the poor will not be so poor, We are marching onwards, a

people united in one spirit and one purpose, aware that Wlth each:
ranks are swollen by fresh cammuents of .men and.
women WOn Over to a common destiny by the magnificent work

which you have done and by the nobility of the example you have-
set, towards a higher conception of the bonds of brotherhood. And

for that same reason, towards perfection, because a state of per--
feetion is always one n ‘Whlch love, mutunal respect, tolerance and

%ohdaz ty are all united.

In this building the work is going forward in the spirit of”
its best tradition. Your presence here, Your Excellency, evokes.
its early days and brings to mind highlights in your heroic:
struggles in the past. And the memory is always with us, acting’
as the fount of inspiration at whick we may quench our insatiable
thirst for economic, political and social justice, of the then Colonel.
Perén who, Whon e was. here, prepared the way for the advent
of this \Tew ‘Argentina. These walls, la(hes and gent}emen, have,

the joys and sotrows, the hopes and-the
o

ke people which filled his heart to overflowing,
& A@(ﬁmlﬁl Perén . in his determination o suceeed,

unbounded when he wag able to glean some happiness
;ior them after he had énteved this building: his sorrow
w?}i‘ﬁfoan(} when he was confronted by the k of ecomy

in some guarters and by the bad faith in others, and
. hatred of those who had fo give way to that which was inevitable
by all the bivlogical and social laws of life. He boped for a national
—rre‘vwai mexphmbly postponed, as were the rights of the working
-clagses, and he believed in an Argentina which wonld he great,
" progperous and ha;my, and alse a true Motherland and 2 real home
~for all Argentines, and for all men of goodwill whe come fo our
-shores to inhabit our land and to increase her fruitfulness.

I aﬁﬂ invoking, Your Excellervy, this creative spirit which hag
1 never gone and never will go from within the walls of this buildin g s
Cthat it may ‘protect with its stremgth, its honour and its faith, the
‘ ’r}ght& of those Who have been totally forgotien, and whom we wmxé
) forget any ‘longer, The “Maria Bva Duarte de Perén” Social Aid
" Fund, th augh e, the humblest, but at the sams time, the most
enthu'ﬂastm and, passionately devoted of all your ecollaborators,
o proe?auhs, the rights of the aged.

C‘

Your Excellency the President, }E{mourable Ministers, ladies
. and genﬂemen, the mere proclamation of the Rights of the Aged
\wﬂl not fulfil cur object or satisfy our aspirvations, all of which
ate - in - harmany “with the principles of wmutual support snd the
pﬁhey ‘of essentlai ;ju&mce ‘which General Perdn imtroduced. Our
purpose goeé wueh further than this; our aspirations seel a much
- al- fulfﬂmcnt reaching out mot only to the aged who
Care msabied but also to the outcasts of Socxety,

; Jnstme and mutual eﬂmpasswn do 110 and cannot recognize
'aﬂy frontier barrxerb. ’Ihey are the mgher manifestations of our
hman natm:*e ‘the oumwrd rewlatmm of the divine spirit which
e our hves and seek@ perfeetmn in the face of eter mfy

S eowmrv ‘in yeur hands,, ”&’fmr Exeeﬂm ¢y, the rwhig of the
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serve: as an inspiration, would toweh the °
conseience of ihe wee;ﬁes and might one day come fo be felt, dike,

“a blessing from afar, on all the white heads of the aged amx infirey
2il over the world. That is all
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The right to assistance
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The right to lodging

The right to a hygienic lodging with & minimum of howme
. i o ) o R
comforts is inhérent in the condition of humsnity.
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- _V'Hea,i’ahy aourishment adequate to the age and physieal gondi-
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‘tion of ~gach persan, should be given special atiention,

‘i‘he right to u,im‘izmg

Deeerom Wearmg apparel appropriate to ifm climate i

‘eomplementary tg the foregoing right.

“The. vight to the care' of physical heslth

The'care of the physical health of the aged wust be & mosh

special and permanent consideration.

Th@'z‘igh@ 40! the care of moral health - K
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Recognition must be given to the right of the aged to enjoy "
i moderation & mimimum of sutertainments, so fhat they may

with satisfaction support thelr hours of wailting.

The right io work
When their state and condition permit, the employment of

°d by means of jabour-therapy should be facilitated.
: :

£
Thiz will avoid the ’c‘iimh}utian of personality.

The right to tranguilily

To enjoy tranguillity, free from anxieties and precccupa-
siops in the last years of life is the inheritance of the agsd.

The right to respect

The aged have the right to the vespect and consideration

of their fellow-Dheings.
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